The Windows 10 version of Ohbot software, available from the Windows App
store, uses Windows Cortana text to speech which provides a wide range of
voices in a variety of languages.

The Windows 7 and 8 version of Ohbot software that’s installed with a setup
program uses SAPI5 text to speech which has a more limited set of voices
available that’'s dependent on your version of Windows and whether you are
using 32 bit or 64 bit Windows.

The Ohbot software has a block available for changing between voices in a
program:

m Microsoft George ™~ .

The method for installing voices depends on the version of Windows that you
have.

There’s an overview of Voices on Wikipedia:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Microsoft text-to-speech voices

The best article we’ve found about all the different options is here:

http://www.webbie.org.uk/blog/microsoft-speech/
and here
http://www.webbie.org.uk/texttospeech.htm

Windows 10

Here are the voices that are currently supported by Cortana if you have
Windows 10 Creators Edition (Spring 2017) or later:

Language, country, or | Male TTS voice Female TTS voice
region

Arabic Not applicable Hoda

Arabic (Saudi Arabia) Naayf Not applicable
Bulgarian Ivan Not applicable
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Catalan Not applicable Herena
Chinese (Simplified) Kangkang Huihui, Yaoyao
Cantonese (Traditional, | Danny Tracy

Hong Kong SAR)

Chinese (Traditional, Zhiwei Yating, Hanhan
Taiwan)

Croatian Matej Not applicable
Czech (Czech Republic) | Jakub Not applicable
Danish Not applicable Helle

Dutch Frank Not applicable
English (Australia) James Catherine
English (Canada) Richard Linda

English (Great Britain) George Hazel, Susan
English (India) Ravi Heera

English (Ireland) Sean Not applicable
English (United States) David, Mark Zira

Finnish Not applicable Heidi

Flemish (Belgian Dutch) | Bart Not applicable
French (Canada) Claude Caroline
French (France) Paul Hortence, Julie
French (Switzerland) Guillaume Not applicable
German (Austria) Michael Not applicable
German (Germany) Stefan Hedda, Katja
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German (Switzerland) Karsten Not applicable
Greek Stefanos Not applicable
Hebrew Asaf Not applicable
Hindi (India) Hemant Kalpana
Hungarian (Hungary) Szabolcs Not applicable
Indonesian (Indonesia) | Andika Not applicable
Italian Cosimo Elsa

Japanese Ichiro Ayumi, Haruka
Malay Rizwan Not applicable
Norwegian Jon Not applicable
Polish (Poland) Adam Paulina
Portuguese (Brazil) Daniel Maria
Portuguese (Portugal) Not applicable Helia

Romanian (Romania) Andrei Not applicable
Russian (Russia) Pavel Irina

Slovak (Slovakia) Filip Not applicable
Slovenian Lado Not applicable
Korean Not applicable Heami
Spanish (Spain) Pablo Helena, Laura
Spanish (Mexico) Raul Sabina
Swedish Bengt Not applicable
Tamil Valluvar Not applicable
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Thai (Thailand) Pattara Not applicable
Turkish Tolga Not applicable
Vietnamese An Not applicable

source:
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To install one of these type lang into the Windows search box:

All hpps Documents Emai Welb Mo
I

Best match

A$ Language settings
System settings

Settings

&% Edit language and keyboard options ]

£ Add a language to this device >

O Cortana Language settings >

&y Choose if websites can use your 5
language list

£ Change the language in which 5
Windows features appear

< Sync your language and keyboard 5
settings

Search the web

je lang - See web results ]

Apps (1)

Documents - This PC {154)

A lang|

Click on Add a language:
+ Add a language

Add one of the languages that supports speech from the table above. It will
appear at the end of your list of languages - I've added Greek here - click on
it and the three buttons for Set as default, Options and Remove will appear:
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(ﬁ MNederlands (Nederland)
A$ Language pack available

(D),_ Nederlands (Belgié)
A$ Language pack available

(D), EMnvika
A$ | anguage pack available

Set as default Options Remove

Click on Options and then click on Download underneath Speech:
Language options
Download language pack

Download

Basic typing (6 MB)

Download

Handwriting (7 MEB)

Download

Speech (5 MB)

Download

If speech doesn’t appear then make sure that you are connected to the
internet. If it still doesn’t appear then check the table above to be sure that
the language has speech available.

The speech will take some time to download. Once it has then restart Ohbot
software and the voice should appear in the set voice block’s dropdown.

Windows 10 has two separate sets of text to speech voices — one for Cortana
and one for SAPI. You see the Cortana voices through Windows Language
and Regions settings and the SAPI voices through Control Panel. You can
switch the Windows 10 version of Ohbot software to use SAPI voices by
selecting Advanced from the Settings Menu and unchecking Use Cortana
Voices. You many need to do this if you've purchased a voice from a third

party supplier.
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Accents

Some Windows10 languages have multiple accents. For example English has
voices available with accents Australian, Canadian, Indian, Irish, United
Kingdom and United States.

You can install these languages in the same way as a new language is
installed (described above). For example, when you type “english” into the
list of languages available for install you will see this list:

Choose a language to install

english o
English (Australia) FEd A
English (Australia)

English (Belize) & A

English (Belize)

English (Canada) FEd &

English (Caribbean) & A

English (Caribbean)

English (India) FEd A
English (India)
English (Ireland) 5 A

English (Ireland)

English (Jamaica) rsi [
English (Jamaica)

T

£ Display language g Text-to-speech
0 Speech recognition @ Handwriting
Next Cancel

The languages that have text—to-speech voices available are marked with the
= icon.

Windows 8

According to the Webbie article Windows 8 provides voices for Korean,
Spanish, French, German, Japanese and Chinese and Windows 8.1 provides
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all of these plus Mexican Spanish, Indian English, Italian, Polish, Portuguese
and Russian.

To use these voices you need to install a language pack:
Go to Settings and click Change PC Settings:

Settings

Control Panel
Personalisation
PC info

Help

il |")
34

BETHuk5-5RK6

Brightness

= | (!) ENG

Motifications Power Keyboard

Change PC settings

Select Time and Language then Region and Language:
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® Time and language Country or region

Windows and apps might use your countr;

r region to give you local content

Date and time United Kingdom b

Region and language

Languages

‘When you add a language, a keyboard is added so you can type in that language

+ Add a language

Select Add a language and install the language that you want. Once it’'s
installed click on the language then click Options:

4 Addalanguage

(© Time and language

y language

Date and time A$ R s (Nederland)

stalled

Region and language

Searching Windows Update

English (Ireland)

English (Jamaica)

Language pack installec

glish (United States)

ck installed

Deutsch (Deutschland)

Espafiol (Espafia)

ckinstalled

BEEREEBEEBEEBEEREE

Lang!

| Set as primary || Options || Remove

Then download the Language Pack:
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® Espaniol (Espafia)

Language options

Download language pack

Download
Spell checking
Tuteo verb forms only ~
Keyboards

| Addakeyboard

Speci

Note that if you are not connected to the internet the Download button is
removed without any indication that it would be there if you were connected.

Once you've done this any voices that are part of that language will be
available through Control Panel:Speech Recognition:
@ text - All Control Panel tems ey “

\(—. - 7T @ b Control Panel » All Control Panel terns v O text X

u Display

» Make text and other tems larger or smaller
Adjust ClearType text

‘,®] Ease of Access Center
“Weke?  Hear text read aloud with Narrator
Use audio description for video

Speech Recognition

Language
Add a language

}f'ii @D

@) Search Windows Help and Support for "text"
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Ohbot Voices

Speech Recognition  Text to Speech

@ You can contral the voice properties, speed, and other options for

tesdto-speech tanslstion

Vioice selection

Microsoft Hedda Deshtop - Gemrman

CersWoice Heather - English (Scotland)

[WOMA 2 Brian OEM - Brtich English male voice [22kHz]
WOMA 2 Geraint - Welsh English male voice [22kHz]
WOMA 2 Gwynieth - Welsh female voice [23:Hz]
Microsoft David Desktop - English {United States)
Microsoft Hezel Deshtop - Endlish (Great Britain)
Microsoft Heddz Deshtop - Geman

Microsoft Heera Deshdop - i

Microsoft Helena Desldop - Spanish (Spain)
Microsoft Sabima Desktop - Spanish (Mexico)
Microeoft Zirs Desktop - English (United States)
\ioice speed

0

Windows 7

Windows 7 has a very limited range of voices. For UK the only voice available
is Microsoft Anna — English (United States). You can buy other voices from
Cereproc and Ivona (see below). On 32 bit Windows you could try installing
espeak: http://espeak.sourceforge.net/ although we haven't tried this
ourselves.

To see or change voices go to:
Go to Control Panel\Ease of Access\Speech Recognition
Select Text to Speech in the left pane.
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RS = [ [

@@vl @J » Control Panel » Ease of Access » Speech Recognition - |¢? ‘ | Search Control Panel = |

File Edit Xiew Tools Help

BuaholEacll ey Configure your Speech Recognition experience

Advanced spe

options @ Start Speech Recognition
T

Start using your voice to control your computer.

B Set up microphone :

Set up your computer to work properly with Speech Recognition.

Text to Speech

Take Speech Tutorial

i - Learn to use your computer with speech. Learn basic commands and dictation.

3 Train your computer te better understand you

Read text to your computer to improve your computer's ability to understand your voice. Doing
this isn't necessary, but can help improve dictation accuracy.
Seealso
.7 Open the Speech Reference Card
Ease of Access =

View and print a list of common commands to keep with you so you always know what to say.
Audio Devices

S

Select the voice from the list in the Voice selection section:

= v - o=
Speech Properti > M]

Speech Recognition | Test to Spesch |

=1+ “fou can control the vaice properties, speed, and other options for i
Q‘P text4o-speech translation

Vaoice selection

| Microsoft Anna - English (United States) -

Settings...

Lse the following text to preview the voice

ave gelected Microgoft Anna - English (United States) as the computer's default voice.

i Preview Voice

Vaice speed

8]

| Slow Marmal Fast

Audio Output ... } [ Advanced...

[ ok ][ Conesl |[ Aoy |
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Paid for Voices
We've used several of these from both Cereproc and Ivona and they work

well. Voices are provided for 32 bit and 64 bit Windows. There are licensing
limitations on broadcasting these voices. There may be others available.
Cereproc:

https://www.cereproc.com/en/storesapi

Ivona:

http://harposoftware.com/en/2-all-speech-synthesis-products/s-1/brand-ivona
http://www.textaloud.com/

We found a problem with a Greek voice called Melina from Nuance where the
voice was feeding back very few phonemes. This was preventing our toplip
and bottomlip sensor blocks from being set. We switched to the Nikos Greek
voice, also from Nuance and this worked perfectly. The only advice we can
give here is to download a trial version of the voice and check it before
purchasing.
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